

Garthorpe and Coston Parish Council – 18th November 2020

Garthorpe and Coston Parish
Council


MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 2020.


PRESENT:				Councillor David Robinson - Chair
			Councillor Sue McGrath
				Councillor Jacqueline Wallace
				Councillor Carol Robinson
				Borough Councillor Malise Graham
				County Councillor Byron Rhodes

Minutes were taken by Parish Clerk - Eliza Hill

Members of the Public – 1
Invited – 2 Directors of Anchor Care.

	Minute
	Item
	Action

	
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The Chair thanked Carol for all of her hard work as Clerk and welcomed the new Clerk to the role.
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Apologies
There were no apologies.
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	Declaration of Interest
Cllrs D Robinson and C Robinson declared an interest as living in the neighbouring property to that being discussed in Agenda item 10 – Planning Application 20/01143/FUL 
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Minutes of the last meeting – 19th August 2020 
It was proposed that the minutes be approved as a true account of the meeting.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.

Casual Vacancy
It was proposed that Carol Robinson be appointed to fill the vacancy.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.
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Planning Application 20/01143/FUL
The Chair proposed that item 10 on the agenda regarding the above application be moved and discussed at this point.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.

Two Directors of Anchor Care and Education had been invited to speak regarding the application for change of use from C3 to C2 of Grange Farm House, Wymondham Road, Garthorpe - setting up a small children’s home.
The home would house 3-4 children likely to be aged 10 to 13 years.  All the children would be of a similar age range but could be between 6 and 16 years.  The home will be staffed 24/7 with two waking night staff between 8pm and 8am.  
The children will be educated off site and there would be no more traffic than an ordinary family with the last cars arriving at 8pm and there being plenty of off-street parking.  There will be a community liaison officer and the staff and children would like to be involved in the community as much as possible.
The Directors of Anchor Care also mentioned that there was quite extensive funding for leisure activities to engage and interest the residents, and the intention is to have them involved in local activities such as sports in the area.
The Parish Council will submit comments on the application before the 21 day deadline once the planning notice has been placed outside the property.
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	Public Participation
There was one member of the public present, who wished to speak regarding the above application.  They stated that the general feeling in the area was of concern about any behavioural issues the children may have.  It was explained by the director that the children were not being placed in the home due to behavioural difficulties but rather due to them being vulnerable often due to abuse and that Covid had led to the foster care system being saturated.  The member of the public stated that they felt reassured following the information provided.
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Annual Budget Report and Precept
The Chair proposed that item 9.1 on the agenda regarding the above be moved and discussed at this point.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.  

Cllr McGrath questioned the precept rise.  Cost cutting ideas were discussed regarding grass cutting and payroll which will be investigated.  
CCllr Rhodes stated that the proposed precept was reasonable considering the number of households and fixed costs that exist for the Parish Council and that the only real alternative would be to join a larger parish.  This was deemed undesirable and that the community were keen to retain their own voice through the Parish Council.




	
	

	Forecasted Expenses for 2021/22:
	

	Gardening Invoice
	£280.00

	Election Costs
	£80.00

	Website Maintenance Fee
	£100.00

	Village Hall Meeting 
	£30.00

	Clerk's Cost
	£1,500.00

	Insurance
	£195.00

	LRALC Membership Fees
	£100.00

	Stationary
	£40.00

	Payroll Services
	£80.00

	Audit Fees
	£200.00

	Contingency
	£150.00

	Total
	£2,755.00

	
	

	Proposed precept £2000 = Band D £62.50



It was proposed that that the budget be approved.  
Resolved: That the motion be carried.

It was proposed that the precept amount of £2000 be approved. 
Resolved: That the motion be carried.
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	County Council Matters
Council received the verbal report of CCllr Rhodes who gave a Covid update and requested that the Parish Council do all they can to reinforce the message on adhering to the Government’s policy in the area.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Defibrillator Update
The Chair updated the meeting regarding the position of the installation of the defibrillator.  Covid had put a pause on the matter but it will remain on the agenda to be moved forwards when restrictions end.  The Chair suggested some training be offered to work alongside on life saving and defibrillator use.  This will go on the next agenda to again progress when restriction ease next year.
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Flood Prevention Update
The Chair updated the meeting that despite plenty of rain, there has been no flooding or even high waters so it is hoped that the Estate dredging the water way had resolved the matter.  It will continue to be monitored over the winter period as the worst of the winter weather is still to come.
The Chair wished to thank the Estate and CCllr Rhodes for their assistance in the matter.
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Reappointment of the Internal Auditor
It was proposed that the Council continue to use LRALC as their Internal Auditor as they were happy with the service this year.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.

Equality and Diversity Policy
It was proposed that the document be adopted by Council.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.


Coston Noticeboard
The need for a noticeboard in Coston was discussed with the cost being of a concern but there being a legal requirement for Parish Council’s agendas and minutes to be displayed.
A suggestion was made of asking if the Church noticeboard could be used.  The Chair will seek permission and Council will be updated at the next meeting.

Clerks Pay
It was proposed that the Clerks pay be approved.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.

Any Other Business
It was reported that at Coston ford, 4 x 4 drivers have churned up the land around the area of the pond and the strip of land along Coston Road.  The Estate will be contacted regarding the issue and possibly the police due to the public right of way.  An update will be presented to the next meeting.
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Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 17th February 2021.
	

	
	
Meeting Concluded 8.58pm
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